
Meteorology,   2017/18 
Mary   Jean   Jones   (Ms.   Jones) 

Phone :   801.393.3900   x415         Office   Hours :   Mon,   Tue   3-4pm,   &   by   appointment 

Email :    mjones@venturelearning.org 
(Email   is   the   best   way   to   reach   me) 

Class   Webpage :   Meteorology,   GoogleClassroom  
       Code :   5rd4nr 

 

“It   is   better   to   have   your   head   in   the   clouds,   and   know   where   you   are...   than   to   breathe   the   clearer 

atmosphere   below   them,   and   think   that   you   are   in   paradise.” 

Henry   David   Thoreau 
 

Anchor   Texts   and   Resources : 

1.) American   Meteorological   Society   Education   Program   Weather   Textbook   (2017) 
2.) University   of   Colorado   Mountain   Research   Station   Critical   Zone   Observatory 
3.) University   of   Colorado   Physics   Education   and   Technology   Simulations 

 
The   Year   At   A   Glance : 
1.   Storm   Migration    –   differentiate   between   weather   and   climate   and   identify   some   aspects   of   what   migrates 
in   our   atmosphere 
2.   Migration   of   Air   in   the   Atmosphere    –   describe   global   atmospheric   circulation   as   a   convection   current   with 
the   sun's   radiation   as   the   heat   source 
3.   Migration   of   Airflow    –   describe   the   factors   that   influence   global   atmospheric   circulation 
4.   Animal   &   Plant   Migration    -   explain   the   effects   of   human-induced   climate   change   on   animal   and   plant 
habitats   throughout   the   world 
 
Major   Course   Themes :   4   Strands   of   Science   Learning 

1)   Science   Conceptual   Understanding  3)   Nature   of   Science   Understanding 

2)   Science   Processes  4)   Communication   in   Science  

 

Student/Teacher   Expectations : 

1.   Students   will   be   expected   to   abide   by   the   school   habits   of   character   as   well   as   classroom   rules   and   norms.   These 
norms,   as   well   as   the   habits   of   character,   will   be   posted   in   the   classroom   for   continuous   reference.   With   strong 
character,   advanced   learning   will   take   place.  
2.   Accommodations   and   modifications   will   be   made   in   accordance   with   student   IEP   and   504   plans. 
3.   Please   communicate   with   me   if   there   are   any   issues   with   understanding   or   completion   of   assignments,   or   any   other 
problems   that   may   affect   your   quality   of   work. 
4.   In   addition   to   office   hours,   I   will   be   available   most   days   before   and   after   school   by   appointment. 
5.   Be   aware   that   this   syllabus   is   subject   to   change.   Any   changes   will   be   communicated   in   writing. 
  

Habits   of   Work   and   Character : 

Students   will   be   held   to   the   Habits   of   Work   and   Character   outlined   in   the   Family   Handbook.   Students   will 
receive   a   grade   reflecting   their   performance   on   the   following   Habits   of   Work   and   Character   in   my   course. 
Please   be   aware   that   an   Unsatisfactory   grade   ˿Ù   in   any   of   the   six   habits   will   result   in   a   U   in   the   course. 

Grit  Respect 

Leadership/Collaboration  Integrity 

Responsibility  Attitude 

Grades   and   Assessments :    Students’   progress   in   this   course   will   be   assessed   using   classwork,   journaling, 
quizzes,   tests,   and   homework,   all   leading   up   to   a   final   product.   All   assignments   will   be   assessed   by   the 
mastery   of    Long-Term    and    Supporting   Targets .      Long-Term   Learning   Target   grades   will   be   averaged   to 



determine   a   final   course   grade,   as   shown   in   the   table   below.    A   score   of   less   than   60%   in    any     Long-Term 
Learning   Target   will   result   in   an   ‘F’   in   the   course.    If   an   assignment   is   turned   in    late ,   or   if   the   first 

submission   is    less   than   a   C ,   the   highest   possible   grade   students   can   earn   is   a   “C”.  
 
Late   Work     will   be   accepted   on   a   case-by-case   basis   after   an   individual   conference.   All   late   work   will 

negatively   impact   a   student’s   Habits   of   Scholarship   grade.   If   there   are   any   concerns   about   deadlines,   or 

special   circumstances   that   may   result   in   an   assignment   being   turned   in   late,    please   speak   to   me .   Certain 

assignments   will   have   final   cut-offs   for   late   submissions. 

  
Grade   Revisions :    We   employ   a   culture   of   revision   at   Venture   High   School.   Students   may   need   more   than 

one   shot   to   do   their   best   work.   For   any   assignment,   students   may   resubmit   their   work   until   2   weeks   prior   to 

the   end   of   each   semester.   Resubmitted   work   must   include   the   original   work,   the   marked   rubric,   and   the 

revisions.  

 
Assessments : 

Journal  3 
Quizzes  ~12  
Group   Presentations ~12 
Lab   Reports 2 
Exams 3 

 
Science   Skill   Targets : 

Skills   1.   Ask   and   answer   questions   derived   from   curiosity   about   everyday   experiences. 
Skills   2.   Analyze   a   popular   press   scientific   article. 
Skills   3.   Analyze   a   scientific   paper. 
Skills   4.   Design   and   conduct   a   high   quality   scientific   study. 
Skills   5.   Use   science   to   argue   a   point   of   view. 
Skills   6.   Convey   accurate   scientific   information   in   a   written   format. 
Skills   7.   Explain   scientific   information   through   a   verbal   presentation . 
 

Labs : 
1-   Convection 

2-   Diffusion 

3-   Lasers 

4-   Greenhouse 

5-   Evaporation 

6-   Angular   Momentum 

 

Projects : 
1-   Research :   Science   discovery   requires   research,   for   which   we   will   conduct   several,   small   individual 

and   group   projects. 

2-   Communication   Piece :   At   the   end   of   the   course,   students   will   have   the   opportunity   to   choose 

about   what   they   would   like   to   communicate   related   to   climate   and   climate   change.   Project   examples 

are   a   website,   a   class   presentation,   or   a   paper   pamphlet. 

 
Acknowledgement :    Copy   and   complete   the   following   both   as    student    AND    parent/guardian    and    email    to 

mjones@venturelearning.org    for   your    FIRST   ASSIGNMENT     due   Friday,   Aug.   25. 

 

Student   Name   

Parent/Guardian   Name  
 
I   have   read   and   understand   the   syllabus   and   accept   the   classroom   rules   and   norms.   I   am   the 
˿student/parent/guardiaǹ. 


